INTRODUCTION

CONFIDENTIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH

 YOUR LEGAL ASSISTANCE ATTORNEY
Any consultations or discussions you may have with a Judge Advocate concerning legal assistant matters are strictly confidential.  Your communications with a Judge Advocate will be private and any information which you may discuss will not be revealed to other persons without your consent.

WHO IS YOUR LEGAL ASSISTANCE ATTORNEY?  Your Legal Assistance Attorney is a commissioned officer on active duty who is a member of the Judge Advocate General’s Corps.  Your Legal Assistance Attorney is a lawyer and is admitted to a federal court or the highest court of a state or territory.  However, he or she is not necessarily admitted to practice in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  In certain instances, the Legal Assistance Attorney might be a reserve Judge Advocate General’s Corps Officer on active duty, or a Department of the Army attorney-advisor.

WHERE IS THE LEGAL SERVICES OFFICE ?  At Carlisle Barracks, Legal Assistance and Claims Services may be obtained at the Legal Services Office, Upton Hall, Building 22, Room 105.

WHO IS ENTITLED TO LEGAL ASSISTANCE?  The services of the Legal Services Office are available to active duty and retired personnel of the United States Armed Forces and their eligible family members.

WHEN CAN YOU OBTAIN LEGAL ASSISTANCE?  Call the Legal Services Office 

at (717)245-4940 for a legal assistance appointment.  The office hours are as follows:


Monday - Friday

0090 - 1600 hours

Notary Services and Powers of Attorney are available on a walk in basis on all work days.
Attorney Services:  Attorneys and the personnel are available beyond these established   times in cases of emergencies and operational necessity.  

Available services include, but are not limited to, advice and assistance in the following areas: preparation of wills; federal and state taxes; divorce questions; marriage; adoption; civil damage actions; insurance; indebtedness; contracts; leases; civil rights; sale or registration of automobiles; and naturalization and immigration.  Some actions may require expertise that mandates civilian counsel specializing in that area and/or licensed in the state where jurisdiction exists over the action.  Your legal assistance attorney will so advise you if this is your situation.

TELEPHONIC LEGAL ASSISTANCE - Please do not ask our staff to provide Legal Assistance over the phone.  This office will not provide such advice.

NOTARY PUBLIC

INTRODUCTION:  Many legal documents are required to be authenticated or notarized to be valid.  This requires the service of a Notary Public.

SERVICES OF A NOTARY PUBLIC:  A Notary Public is a person who is legally authorized to administer oaths, authenticate certain documents, acknowledge signatures and perform other similar services which can expedite handling of your legal affairs.  Notary Public services are furnished free of charge by the Legal Services Office, Building 22, Room 105.  A Notary Public performs services which require close attention to technical details.  Before seeing a Notary Public, the following matters should be considered:


1.  Proper Identification - A Notary Public is subject to severe legal penalties for improper performance of notary services.  Consequently, do not be surprised that the Notary will pay close attention to such “details” as your identification and the nature of your signature.  


2.  Signature - DO NOT sign any papers which you desire to have notarized until you are told to do so by the Notary.  Where both a husband and wife are required to have their signatures notarized, both must appear before the Notary.  DO NOT make any changes in the document(s) until you have seen the Notary or an attorney.


3.  Personal Appearance - Documents CANNOT be notarized unless the individual whose signature is to be notarized appears in person before the Notary.  


4.  Blank Forms - DO NOT ask a Notary Public to notarize a blank form.  All blanks should be completely filled in when you sign any document.


5.  Military Notary - The office attorneys are authorized to notarize documents pursuant to 10 USC 936; however, Pennsylvania state law has severely curtailed the ability of the military attorneys to notarize documents within the state of Pennsylvania.  The attorneys, on an appointment basis, are able to notarize documents to be presented to the Veterans Administration and to certify copies of DD 214 upon retirement.


6.  Notarial Service is available at the Credit Union for members only; 243-3900

POWERS OF ATTORNEY

INTRODUCTION:  Any person who is about to become physically separated from his or her property and whose property of affairs will need attention or management during his or her absence, may need a power of attorney.  If, due to PCS, TDY, leave, or deployment, you have a need for a power of attorney, the Legal Services Office can help you.

WHAT IS A POWER OF ATTORNEY?  A power of attorney is a legal document which gives another person (called an agent or attorney-in-fact), whose name is stated on the document, the power to act in place and on behalf of the person who makes the document (principal).  Every act the agent does with the authority granted him/her by the wording of the document is legally binding upon the principal who made the document.  


1.  General Power of Attorney - A general power of attorney gives an agent all the power the principal possesses to act with respect to any matter.  It allows the agent the power to do all things the principal could do himself.


2.  Special or Limited Power of Attorney - A special or limited power of attorney authorizes an agent to do one or more certain specified acts, such as ship household goods, sell an automobile or cash a paycheck.


3.  Durable Power of Attorney - A durable power of attorney empowers an agent to perform an act on behalf of the principal, even if the principal should become incapacitated.

USE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY - Regardless of the nature of the Power of Attorney, be it general or limited, it should never be granted unless there is absolute trust and confidence in the person to whom it is granted.  Like any other trust agreement, a power of attorney is vulnerable to abuse of the trust involved.  You should use care not to grant a power, particularly a general power, unless the circumstances require it, and the agent is an individual you are certain will make wise and honest use of it.

When executing a general power of attorney, remember that the agent will not be limited by your judgment as to the appropriateness of any contact, purchase, or sale which the power enables him or her to make in your name.  In nearly every instance, drawing a special power of attorney is not only sounder business practice, but also provides safety from error in judgment or from outright dishonesty.  Not even wives or husbands are immune from breach of trust, intentional or unintentional.  If a limited power can possibly accomplish your needs, it is advisable to give it rather than the general power of attorney.

Since there will be various trips throughout the year that you may be taking you should consider a Medical Power of Attorney given to someone who would be willing to provide assistance during the entire year.  That way you will not need to have one done each time you go on a trip; unless, of course, the individual you designate is also going on the trip or will be unavailable at that time.

Teen Club and Chapel activities in which your children will participate will require a General Release and a Special Power of Attorney for the respective activity.  (These will be provided by either the Teen Club or the Chapel when you enroll your child in the program.)

NOTARIZATION is required to execute a power of attorney.  Notary services are available at the Legal Services Office.

WILLS

INTRODUCTION:  Everyone needs consider whether a will is appropriate for their individual circumstances.  If you die without a will, your property will be distributed according to a formula fixed by the laws of the state of your legal residence.  This formula may not fit your family’s needs, or your own desires.  

HOW LONG IS A WILL VALID?  Your will is good until you change it or destroy it.  By making a new will, you revoke an older one.  When a considerable period of time has passed since you make out your will, you should reevaluate the way your property would pass in light of changes in your family status or in property holdings.  You may want a new will which takes these, or other matters, into consideration.

HOW DO I GET A WILL?  You need to make an appointment with the Legal Assistance Office at (717)245-4940.    

Please, do not wait until you are ready to depart Carlisle Barracks to have your will interview.  It is important that you are interviewed for a will upon your arrival to Carlisle Barracks so that the will can be properly drafted and executed. 

Army War College students should schedule their will interviews for no later than March to ensure their wills can be completed and properly executed prior to their departure.

We provide will worksheets for your appointment.  The information requested on the will worksheet needs to be seriously considered before coming in to meet with an attorney.  

