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The Carlisle Indian School and Censtery

by Elizabeti (arminson Hoffauen

Along the County lome Toad, about one mile from
Cerlisle, is a sucll fenced-in enclosure. W¥ithin are
six double rows of markers each bearing the name of en
Indian, a tribe, a date, and an age. In the twilight,
at sunsel, we visited this little memorial to the "First
American.” For this small plot and a room in the listoric
Hanilton Library are the main visible memorials of the

famong Carlisle Indian Sechool.

As the shadows fell,'wé could see the Indian Tchool
as it looked in 1879, when Captain Richard Henry Pratt
arrived with the Indians from Fort Larion, Floridas, and

also those frou Testern Reservations.

On these same grounds in 1777, the Hessions built
the famous guard-house which is still standing. At the
c¢lose of the Revolutionary “ar the small settlement which
was therg took the name of Yashingtonburg -- the first
plece to be naued in honor of George “ashington. ILater
vashingtonburg became a Governmenit Army Post. Carlisle

grew to be an iuportant town.

In 1863 General Fitz Iugh Lee tarried near the

Barracks en route to Geltysburg. From that position he
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shelled Carlisle and burned the Barracks which later were
rebuilt in 1865. From then until 1875 the Army Post was
practically abandoned.

Captein Richard ilenry Pratt who for many years worked
with the Indians and Negroes ai liestern Army Stations,
had been in command of soms Indian prisoners at Fort iarion.
There he gained the confidence of the redumen and helped
many to start a civilized life. Dut Pratt's own plan was
to have a Govermzental School for the Indian, unlike the
crusl Reservation Schools, where they would be taught
more than the three "R's", The Indian boy would learn a
trade by which he could support himself and fanily; the

girl -- cooking, sewing, and housekeeping.

Pratt heard of the abandoned Barracks at Carlisle.
He thought the situation splendid for his idea =- being
located in the fertile Cumberland Valley end the people

receptive to his plens.

In 1879 the Captain sppeared in ‘iashington and asked
that the Barracks be given to hin to try his experiment.
After hard and lengthy discussions he was given the Carlisle
Army'Pos£. Froz a biography we quote a letter vhich he
wrote to irs. Pratt in August 1879,

"Hy own dear loving little wife,

I embrace you! I send you a thousand kisses!



- B -
Carlisle is ours and fairly won!

General Sherman approves. General Hancoock
endorses handsomely and the order will be out to-morrov.
Now the work hegins, and I am so full of it I shall leave
you to work out the particulars on your side. You can go
there as soon as you wish. Hoke your own arrangezenis.

And so it happened that lUrs. I'ratt and her three
elder children =- lason, iarion, and Hana; established a
home al the Carlisle School while her husband weni West

to zet students for his project.

At midnight, October 5, 1879, Captain Pratit arrived
wiih one hundred and thirty-six Indian boys and girls at
the Carlisle Indian School. Then came the Pioneer Days

of the Carlisle Indian develppment.

ﬁhen'Captain Fratt arrived at the Carlisle School
he found that the food, clothing and nacessaryAgupplies
which he had ordered long before, had been del#éa&. Vhen
finally they 4id arrive they were not satisfactory. But
after time had clapsed the officials found that the Indian
School had to have the Lest possible or Captain Pratt

would bLear down and want to know the reason why. -

At first, because the food was of such poor quality
and unlike what they were accustoued to, and because they
had lived in the "great open spuces® and not confined to

siell quarters, uany Indians died. iedical exaninations
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were given when the sfudents entered but must have been
poor or lax for many died of tuberculosis. Hany of the
bodies were sent home, but bacause some were not; the
noed of a cemetery was felt. OSo the northeast corner of
the grounds, to the west of where the present Stark Athletic
Field is located, was selected as the place.where the re-
mains of their comrades were to be laid. Turing the thirty-
nine years of the school's existence, as recorded in the
School Heekly peper -- The Indien Helper -- the death rato-
was very low considering the number of students at the

school.

Throughout those thirty-nine years meny famous Indians
went out from this school, soue of ﬁhom'were: Jin Thorpe,
born in Oklehouma, the all-around champion in the Olympic
games in 1912; Frank liount Pleasant, the Seneca fleet-
footed Olyapic runner in the seme 1912 gemes; also the
mheelock Drothers -~ Dennison and Jomes == who mede. famous
the Indien School Band; Rosa Bourasse, o ¥ery #pleﬁdié
wonan; Tom -- the sweel singer ofALhé.Hi#ajﬁﬁ.nw536§
Norsh McFarland =- the Nez Perce I'rincess who interpreted
the sign language for the Congressional Necords, and others
of much personality and disiinciion. Among those on the
faculty were Angel de Corae of the 'iinnebago tribe, the
famous Tndian artist, her husband lLone Star Dietz who

assisted "Pop" Varner as football &oach for the Carlisle



-5 =

Tndian Sehool Team, and lir. and Lrs. Yallace T.cnny, who
were also alwsni of the schools The Carlisle Indian Segool
athletes will never be forgctten because of their atrengfh,
courare, and their take-it-apd-like~it smile which made

thein good and ranous sporis.

while the fchool was located at Carlisle, there were
three superintendents -- Capiain Re He Pratt, Captain
Mercer, and iloses Frieduan. In 1918, near the close of
the “orld War, much of the Govermueni property was being
turned into hospitals for the wounded who were Lrought
back from Francee. For this reeson Augusti, 1918 saw the
close of the school. It happened, by coincidence that
the last visitors of the sclool were iiiss Tinnefred S.
moods of Carlisle and iiiss Flizabeth Hill, later lirs. Y.
aterrett Parkinson, of ritisburgh, Aunt and ilother of ihe
writer of this article, and, as they left, the Carlisle
Tndian School was closcd and the "keyas” were returned
froa the Indian Bureau back to the War Department of the

United Statese

Follawing this the Uiar Departuent established a hos-
pital here. Later the hospitel was closed and The United
States tledical Field Cervice School was established. [En-
larpement of the Start(ithletic Fleld wade necessery the
penoval of the Carlisle Indian School Graveyard. ertain-

ing to this tle Lollowing letler was received July 30, 1936:
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"TIRADQUARTERS CARLISLE BARRACKS, PA.
Office of the Coumanding Ceneral.

July 30, 1936.

Uiss Elizabeth rarkinsom,
21 Tast Poufret Street,
Carlisle, lenna.

My dear liss rarkinson:

In reply to your letter of July 21, 1936, requesting
information relative to the Carlisle Indian School Cemetery,
I find that the official records of burials, etc., were
forwarded to the Department of tke Interior, Washington,

De Co, for £ile at the time that the Carlisle Indian School
was disbanded,

Our records indicate that interments in this cemetery
were begun sbout 1879 and continued throughout the existence
of the Carlisle Indian School. The original site of the
cemetery was unsetisfactory in relation to the éevalogment
of a nilitary post, being virtually in the "back yard" of
the post near the Earage, blacksnith shop and refuse dump.
In October, 1926, the Commandant, Hedical Field Service
Sehool, made recousendation Lo the ar Department that its
removal to a more satisfactory site be authorized. The
change was approved and the bodies were removed to their
present resting pleces during the year 1928.

T au inclosing a plot of the cewetery indicating the
nanes of those buried in each grave. These names were ob-
tained from the markers on the old graves at the time the
cemetery was moveds Several graves containing bodies but
ummorked were found and this accounts for unknown interments.
In June, 1935, the sua of one thousand dollars was made
aveilable for the use of the Comuanding Officer at Carlisle
Barracks to erect a fence about this cemetery and to other-
wise put it into a presentable condition.

Should you desire any further information relative
to this matter it is suggested that you communicate with
us again or directly with the Indian Bureau of the Depart-
uent of the Interior.

Very truly yours
{Signed) John Dibble
John Tibble,

lia jor, liedical Corps.”
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At the head of each grave, as mentioned before,
there is a uniform stone bearing the namsléf gn.Inéian,
a tribe, date, and ege. As I walked by, lrnoiiced eXpec-
jally these naues and wondered who they were, why they -
came Lo Carlisle, if they could have helped mankind had
they grown to manhood and womanhood.

Periscovia Friendof? - Alasken — died 4pril 29, 1901

age 19 yrs; Iﬂlcy' Pretty Eagle ~ Slonx == uaa Hﬂ.l'eh 9* +"::§sz?
i i Man g (G
1884, age 18 -yrs; Rebecca Little Tolf — Hez Perce =- ! e

died September 18, 1880, age 18 yras.; Given Bat ~- Apache .
- died Havch 21, 1888, age 18 yrse; ‘Titus Deer Hosd —
' Apache -- dled December 17, 1885 ~- age 1(_5'.;sr':.-é;',..‘,;_._;l'‘\‘J]_.S.iu.:f;____j

Tapenaisihelinah == Apache —- died April 1?,11888;-—agnq1

15 yre.

In the center of the plot, enclosed iﬁ e semi-circle
of hedge, is & grenite stone which-beara-the-n;nm,of .:.f
‘Thomas Harshall. ‘Concerning him, we qpp{e'géomffguilgaithw
Helper April 28, 1899. | .

" "0One of the saddest duties that has come to us
as a recorder of the historical events at the school
is that of telling our readers of the sad desth of
student Thomas P. iarshall. Thomas was & Sioux from
Pine Ridge Agency, South Dekota.

Four years ago last f£all Thomss csme to us from
The Friends Jhite Institute, Indiana. He ai once
entered Dickinson Colégga Praparatorihnepartmnnt and -
had advanced to the Junior Class in the College proper.
14 would be impossible to overstate the excellence of
"homas Marshall's character and influence as shown
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both in Dickinson College and in the Indian School.

A wmemoriel service, presided over by Fresident
Teed and attended by the I'rofessors and students of
Dickinson was held in Bosler !llall at which tribules -
were paid Ly various members of the College and friends
in Carlisle.

Later there will be a memorial service at- the
school.

Every gear since coming to Carlisle, Thomas
was elected by the Y. He Cs A to take charge of the
delegation to the Northfield Conference. As assistant
to lirs. Given in charpe of the small boys' quarters
and as & leader of every good movement, he proved the
worth of his character.

He received from home, letters telling of the
sickness and death of a brother and sister of Lalig-
nani lieasles. Soon afier he was taken ill and died
in a few days. Thus closed .

"The life of one mosi promising
and unselfish, also most dear to a loving family
and to a wide circle of friends.'”

7he Indians who are buried in this plot may have

felt that their young lives at the Indian School were in

vain, but their passing was not vain becanse their graves

in that cemetery will be a memorial to the Carlisle Indian

School as long as that jlot remainse.

In the plans for improving the Army Fost, eventually

a path will run froa the Fost to the iron gate of the

cenetery. Thus uany more travelers will visit this

gacred spot and help to keep alive the memory of those

red friends in Carlisle.

Linked with this small cemetery is another memoriel
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in our National Cemetery al Jashington ai the grave of:
General Richard Henry Pratt who died in February, 1924.
Soon afier his death a group of his former Indian students
called upon lirge Pratt to beg the privilege of raising
the monument over a soldier's grave in Arlington. She
gave consent upon the sole condition that all gifts be
nominal. The modest undertaking was carried oul with
Puily Peake Dagenett as chairman, and upon fhe base we
may read the wbrds:

"Erecied in Loving Memorial by His Students

and Other Indians.”

Thus the spirii of the Indian goes marching on.



